
Sun Youth continues to assist 
Canadian Nationals back from Haiti

Introducing the Sun Youth 
Emergency Response Team

To assist Canadian nationals back from Haiti, Sun Youth has de-
ployed an army of more than 100 volunteers working 24/7 out of 
the Wyndham hotel and at the organization’s headquarters on St. 
Urbain Street. These volunteers are supported by four essential 
members of the Sun Youth Emergency Response Team. They are: 
Mrs. Ann St. Arnaud at the coordination, Mrs. Stéphanie Roche-
leau in charge of supply, Mr. Eric Kinglsey at the logistics and Mr. 
Tommy Kulczyk, Assistant to the Executive Vice-President and 
Director of Emergency Services at Sun Youth.

“I would like to thank the many clothing companies that have as-
sisted us thus far”, says Tommy Kulczyk. “I would also like to 
thank the hundreds of volunteers and Sun Youth dedicated staff in-
volved in the operation from the beginning, people such as Ann St. 
Arnaud, Stéphanie Rocheleau and Eric Kingsley. These invaluable 
people allow us to be operational on a continuous basis. We are 
still at phase one of operation. During the next 6 months and in col-
laboration with partners such as the Offi ce municipal d’habitation 
de Montréal (Montreal Housing Bureau), we will assist the Cana-
dian nationals starting a new life here, much similar to what we 
did for Canadian citizens back from Lebanon during the armed 
confl ict of 2006”.  
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On Tuesday, January 12th, Haiti was struck by a magnitude 7.0 earth-
quake. The entire planet is now aware of this tragedy and every coun-
try is doing its share to help the Haitian population in the aftermath 

of this catastrophe. Over 8 million people live in this country. When the earth 
shook on that fateful January day, some 6,000 Canadians were on Haitian soil. 
In the days following the disaster, measures were put in place by the Canadian 
authorities to bring these people back to our country.

Military planes started to arrive at the Montreal-Trudeau airport on January 15th. 
People were immediately taken in charge by the Quebec Civil Security and its part-
ners. A request was then made for Sun Youth to take part in the operation by provid-
ing first necessity material assistance to the Canadian nationals back from Haiti. 

A temporary assistance center has been established at the Wyndham Hotel adja-
cent to the Montreal-Trudeau airport. As soon as they disembarked from the 
planes, these people met the various partners involved in the operation and their 
immediate basic needs are addressed. Following an evaluation of their physical 
condition, they are provided with bottled water, juice and snacks by Sun Youth. 
The main goal of the organization in this operation is to provide warm winter 
clothing to the adults, children and seniors back from Haiti. Most of them left 
only with what they had on them and weren’t ready for our winter.

On the first day of the operation, Sun Youth launched a public appeal with cloth-
ing companies to obtain brand new winter clothing in children and adult sizes 
that could be distributed to Canadian nationals back from Haiti. The request has 
been made to clothing companies because such donations from companies are 
easier to manage (being already sorted and classified) and can be shipped direct-
ly to the distribution center at the airport.       

With 6,000 people expected to come in the following weeks, Sun Youth still 
needs the assistance of clothing companies (manufacturers, distributors, retailers, 
etc.) to be able to answer the growing demand. New winter boots in kids and 
adult sizes, as well as new gloves and scarves in all sizes, and new underwear 
and socks – especially for women, are the most needed items. 
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For more information or to donate, companies are requested to contact 
Mrs. Stéphanie Rocheleau at 514-842-6822. Sun Youth thanks in advance 
companies which are supporting the organization’s efforts to help Canadian 
nationals from Haiti.

Sun Youth volunteers 
Lynn Aziz (left) and 
Embarka Messai (right) 
getting ready to assist 
Canadian nationals with 
new clothing

Heading an operation that touches the lives of thousands: Ann St. 
Arnaud (right) who is masterfully coordinating the relief efforts, along 
with Tommy Kulczyk (left).

An essential part of the Sun 
Youth Emergency Response 
Team: Stéphanie Rocheleau 
(left) and Eric Kingsley (right) 
at the reception area for new 
clothing inside the Sun Youth 
Headquarters.


